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AN ANTIQUE ITALIAN BURSE. 



[|HIS beautiful design is taken from a charming 
example of sixteenth century Italian work- 
manship, which has formerly been used as 
a burse, or pocket, to contain the corporal 
and other small portions of eucharistic linen. The 




are worked in gold thread very finely laid down in brick 
stitch couching. The central cruciform design is worked 
in at least three shades of crimson, upon which the up- 
per radiations and circle are laid in gold thread. The 
whole of the design is outlined with very fine gold cord, 
and a border of golden brick stitch couching completes 
the burse. Should our readers wish to work the design 
in the colors mentioned above, the greatest possible care 
must be taken in the selection of them, since, owing to 
their being in such strong contrast, it is absolutely essen- 



they will do wisely to decide upon a less varied scheme 
of color, and if so, they will rind that by working out the 
entire design in shades of yellow, green and gold, a 
perfectly satisfactory result will be secured. Though 
intended for ecclesiastical use — and we may mention 
here that this design is admirably suited for a reading- 
desk hanging — there is nothing in it which prevents its 
being applied to secular purposes, and it may, with per- 
fect propriety, be enlarged or reduced to any desired 
proportion. In large size it would be extremely effec- 




EMBROIDERED BURSE. ITALIAN WORK OF THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY. 



original is of white satin, upon which the design is 
executed in a charming combination of floss silks and 
gold thread. 

The tulips in the four corners are worked in maize 
color, dashed with a warm red brown, and the leaves in 
a cool tone of rather yellow green. The fleur-de-lis 
which fill the centres of each side are of three shades of 
blue and the scroll-work connecting thern with the tulips 



tial, if a good result is to be secured, that only such 
tones of crimson, blue, green and yellow as will har- 
monize with each other shall be selected, and the slight- 
est discordant note will entirely spoil the effect of a 
combination which, at the hands of these old Italian 
workers, has been carried out with such perfect success. 
Should any doubt, though, arise in the minds of intend- 
ing workers as to the ultimate success of their work, 



tive for a sofa cushion, worked either in silk or crewels, 
or it might be reproduced in applique or painted on tapes- 
try linen and be finished off with a needlework outline. 
It is also suitable for a handkerchief case, top of a 
small ottoman work-box, and it is no stretch of imagi- 
nation to say that it is a design which will work out ad- 
mirably in wood-carving, burnt wood-engraving or 
brass repousse. 



